
MARDEN LODGE AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER 

It has been a really busy term at Marden Lodge and it has been lovely to welcome so 

many new families into our school community. As you will see the children have been 

engaged in exciting learning opportunities across all areas of the curriculum.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their hard work and 

commitment to the school. A big thank you also to the Children’s Centre Staff for their 

commitment to our families but also to supporting the school in many activities.  

The PTA have done a fantastic job this term raising money to support the children. 

Thank you to all of you for supporting their events and to them for their exceptional 

hard work. Thank you also to Katie Morisson’s family for the lovely decorations in the 

school hall.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continuing support and 

wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Denise Coady (Head of School) 

Nursery- Miss Bolton  

During our first half term we focused on settling into Nursery, getting used to saying 

goodbye to our Mummies and Daddies and making new friends. We talked about our 

families and the people who we love during circle times. We created our own self-

portraits and love hearts. We also learnt about all the different people who help us and 

were lucky enough to have a Nurse come in and visit us, it was so much fun! Finally we 

finished the half term by learning about Road Safety, we created our own track and 

rode our bikes following the rules to stay safe, just like we 

would in a car on the road! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After half term we looked at different stories, we used Talk4Writing to learn lots of 

Autumn stories ready for the build up to Christmas, we learnt ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Guess 



how much I love you’ and ‘Stickman’ All by Julia Donaldson! We acted them out in the 

small world trays, made actions as a class and performed them.  

This half term we asked lots of different adults around the 

school to come and read to us. We love hearing different 

stories from different people, if you would like to read to us 

please let an adult know! We have had great fun these last two 

weeks, writing Christmas cards, wrapping presents in our 

grotto and writing our letters to Santa.  

 

We hope you have an amazing Christmas and New 

Year,  

Thank you 

The EYFS Team 

 

RECEPTION – Miss Drury 

Wow what a busy start to school! The children have settled into school life in Rabbits 

Class so well and it’s lovely to see them all grow with confidence. We started off the 

term learning our story ‘Elephants’. We used Talk for Writing to learn the story with 

actions to help us remember it. We discussed friendships and how to be a good friend, 

not like Ellie in the story!  At Funky Forest we helped our friends and worked together.  

 

 

 

 

 

This half term we learnt the story ‘Squirrel’s Busy Day’ and the children really thought 

about how the characters felt and acted this out. This led on to think about how other 

animals get ready for winter. We researched hibernating animals as a whole class, and 

the children created their own fact files using the iPad to research their animal and 

find facts about them. In maths we have been looking closely at numbers 1-5 all term. 



Looking at how these numbers are made up and learning the three key principles of 

counting: one to one correspondence, making sure the last number in the count is the 

total size of the group and saying the number names in the correct order. These last 

few weeks we have been busy rehearsing our Christmas play and I hope you agree they 

were amazing!! I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and wonderful New Year and 

look forward to seeing you all next year. 

 

YEAR 1 – Miss Bradbury 

It has been an exciting and busy start to the academic year! Coming up from Reception, 

the children have settled into Year 1 beautifully and are off to a flying start. 

We have been learning all about animals within our topics and our 

Science lessons. We began by learning all about our own bodies 

and conducted taste and smell experiments. The children loved 

trying to guess what was in the smell boxes. Some of the smells 

were delicious. Some… not so much. 

Earlier this month, we learned about 

reptiles, amphibians and other 

classifications of animals. During our ‘Why 

do we have teeth?’ investigation we learned 

about the diets of carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

When ‘Zoolab’ came to visit Badger class, they were very 

impressed with our new knowledge on animals and we loved 

meeting and handling some of the amazing creatures that they 

brought to our school for a visit.   

We have been working incredibly hard within our English lessons, 

using drama to bring stories to life and engaging with our wild 

imaginations to write our own.  

We have proved ourselves to be quite the mathematicians during 

our Maths lessons; getting stuck into numbers and working with 

our partners to solve many problems.  

 

 



Year 2 – Miss Cushman 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a busy start to our year we’ve had 

in year 2! We started our term learning 

about the continents and oceans around 

the world. We visited the Caterham 

United Reform Church to find out about 

why Churches are an important place to 

Christians.  

We found out that the church was 

bombed in World War 1 and rebuilt. We 

also got to play the church organ! 

We started our second half term 

learning about Muck, Mess and 

Mixtures! As part of our English, the 

children enjoyed role playing in 

‘Granny’s front room’ and making their 

own marvellous mixtures as homework! 

We wrote character descriptions about 

Granny and George. We also had some 

fantastic food art homework based on 

the work of Carl Warner. The scene by 

Sarah, and the fruit face by Pixie. I 

have especially enjoyed the children’s 

nonsense poems about our topic too! 

As the term draws to a close, we have worked really hard on our performance skills and 

preparing to share our Nativity with you ‘Born in a Barn’. This also linked to our RE 

learning about the Christmas story. A quick thank you to everyone at home that has 

helped with learning lines and singing songs! I’m sure you’re as proud of the children as 

we are! They have also been working hard on a special Christmas DT project to share 

with you! (But shhh! It’s a surprise!) We hope everyone enjoys the Christmas break and 

look forward to seeing you all in January. Merry Christmas! 

Miss Fogdon and Miss Cushman 



YEAR 3 – Miss Chandler and Miss Goldsmith 

 Year 3 have had a busy term with lots of fun and engaging learning.  

They loved the topic ‘Scrummdiddlyumptious’ as they were able to make their very own 

healthy biscuits. During this topic the children also focused on creating nonsense 

poems, they were an excellent read! In science last half term, the children looked at 

plants and studied how they survive and what they need to survive. They did this 

through an experiment with celery and food colouring. 

 

This half term they have enjoyed finding out about different heroes and heroines. 

They were able to create some excellent riddles about these people using information 

they had gathered. In science this half term the children have started to look at 

forces and magnets and have completed some force and magnetic experiments to 

deepen their understanding.  

 

 

 

 

We look forward to our next topic which is TREMORS 

  

YEAR 4 – Miss Tollafield 

Year 4 have been learning all about Route 66 and 

travelling through America.  Along the way they 

looked at Native American totem poles and what they 

are used for.  The children then used the Chrome 

books to research different totem pole styles and 

animals so they could use them as inspiration for 

their own DT project.   



 

Haven’t they turned out great? 

 

YEAR 5 – Mrs Bell 

Year 5 have had a busy Autumn term. In the first half, we enjoyed investigating the 

imaginary island of Alchemy. We learnt about the symbols in the periodic table and 

practised reading maps using co-ordinates. We wrote our own ‘portal’ stories about 

travelling to another world and focused on using different types of descriptive 

language. Our second half of the term was spent learning about the Tudors. We learnt 

about Henry VIII and all his wives. We wrote detailed biographies about Henry and 

then wrote a newspaper report about the execution of his second wife, Anne Boleyn. In 

Science, we have carried out many investigations including some about thermal 

conduction and insulation. We carried out an investigation to find out which material 

was the best thermal insulator and would keep Mrs Bell’s teas the warmest. Which cup 

do you think would have been the best insulator? 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 6 – Mrs Kamali and Mrs Cocks 

It has been a fantastic term in Year 6. For the first half of the Autumn term, as part 

of the Restart a Heart Campaign, Year 6 took part in First Aid training led by the 

British Heart Foundation. Children learnt what CPR is and how to perform this life 

saving procedure on someone who is having a cardiac arrest. Using a dummy, children 



practised giving mouth to mouth, performing effective chest compressions and some 

even had the opportunity to practice using a real defibrillator. They also learnt about 

the importance of using the recovery position for keeping airways clear and open. All 

pupils thoroughly enjoyed this great learning experience and expressed that they felt 

better prepared for dealing with real life emergencies. 

 
 

For the second half of the Autumn term, children really enjoyed learning about 

Materials in Science. They planned and carried out a science investigation to find which 

materials dissolve. Some of the results were as predicted e.g. the class found that 

sugar and salt both dissolved to form a solution. Other results made them think 

deeper; they found that flour did not dissolve but instead formed a cloudy suspension.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Parliament 
 

Our Pupil Parliament, who play an important role in shaping our school, have been 

meeting twice every half term to discuss various topics and issues in school. They have 

recently taken a lead in discussing and organising fundraising activities for Children in 

Need. As well as this, they have discussed how we could improve learning through 

developing Learning Behaviours at Marden Lodge. Our Pupil Parliament representatives 

have done a great job in consulting initiatives with their class and bringing new ideas to 

the meetings. They have made a fantastic start at fulfilling their responsibilities this 

half term. 



Parent Forum 

Thank you to everyone that completed our Parent Survey. We were really encouraged 

by the responses and it has given us some focus areas to build on. The results were 

discussed at our Parent Forum; thank you to those that attended. We were given some 

excellent feedback and interesting points of view.  

We really would like to hear more from across the school and will be hosting further 

Forums in the New Year. If you would like to be involved or be a class rep then please 

speak to your class teacher or email: admin@mardenlodge.surrey.sch.uk    

 

We are also looking for parent volunteers to help with the update of our library, 

please contact Miss Cushman if you are able to give some time. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all back after the Christmas 

Holiday on Monday 6th January 2020. 

 

Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year from the Marden 

Team. 
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