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Headteacher’s Reflection 

As we come to the end of my final year and term as Headteacher at Marden Lodge, it is a good time to reflect on 

what we have achieved and the positive changes we have made over the last few years.    

In June 2016, after a year of hard work and dedication, we welcomed Ofsted. For the first time in 21 years the 

school was judged to be a ‘Good’ school. The positive implications of this have been seen throughout the school 

and in the local community, with the numbers of children in the school increasing instead of decreasing as they 

had been doing previously.  

Last academic year saw Marden’s Key Stage 2 results rise to the highest they have ever been, with 100% of our 

children achieving the expected standard in Mathematics, and 83% achieving it in Reading. The 100% in         

Mathematics put us in the top 1% of schools in England, which resulted in the school receiving  a letter from the 

Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, congratulating us on our incredible achievement.  

Alongside success at local sporting events, wonderful school productions, including an amazing Keys Stage 2 Carol 

Concert in December, performances at the Fairfield Halls, de Stafford and in Caterham, the children at Marden 

Lodge have developed a real passion for learning and a positive Growth Mind set. These creative achievement’s 

and change in the children’s attitudes  would not have been possible without the dedication and hard work from 

every member of staff in the school, not just the teachers, but the classroom support staff, admin and premises 

staff and those working with us in a wider sense, such as those at Puffins Wrap around care and Linda and the 

team at the Children’s Centre, all of whom play an integral part in ensuring Marden Lodge continues to be     suc-

cessful.   

Finally I would like to thank you, our parent’s and carers for your continued support for the school. Without us 

working together we couldn’t have achieved so much. We are pleased that so many of you are now happy and 

proud of Marden Lodge. Many of you go above and beyond to support the school in a variety of ways, which is  

always welcomed.  

Farewells  

This morning we said goodbye to our wonderful Year 6’s. They will always be special to me, as my last Year 6 as 

Headteacher at Marden Lodge and I know the staff and remaining children at Marden, will miss them immensely. 

It has been a delight to see them grow and mature over the last few years, they have been great role models and 

ambassadors for Marden. We wish them every success in the future.  

This year, we also say goodbye to several members of staff. As well as myself, we will also be saying goodbye to   

Mrs Withers who has secured a promotion and will be moving to another local school, Miss Turner and Miss      

Saunders who are off travelling and will be seeking adventures in sunnier climates. Miss Hall is also off on new 

adventures. Mrs Newlands from the office and Mrs El Farzazi are both taking a break from work to spend time 

with their families. Mr Brazendale is moving to a local senior school to take up the post of a Year 7 teacher and 

Mrs Nassiri is retiring after many years of service at Marden Lodge. 

Mrs Nicol will be beginning her maternity leave in early September and we are pleased that Mrs Jones will be   

returning from her maternity leave to replace her.  

As well as Mr Williams and Mrs Coady, Marden Lodge will be welcoming Ms Richards as our new Assistant 

Headteacher, and 4 new teachers, Ms Watson, Miss Chandler, Miss Cushman and Mrs Drury.  

We wish all our leavers every success in the future.  

 



Thanks to all  

I would also like to thank the School Strategy Board for all their hard work and tireless championing of our school. To the school       

leadership team and all their efforts to ensure pupils have an outstanding school environment. I would also like to thank all the      

staff – both teaching and support staff – who make this school the terrific school it is and a wonderful place of work and learning.  

As the new academic year approaches and the next stage of Marden’s journey to excellence begins I am immensely proud to have led it 

through some challenging and yet rewarding times. Marden’s Children, staff, parents and community will always have a huge part of 

my heart and I know that with the incoming leadership team it will continue to improve providing your Children with an education they 

can be proud of.  

Thank You for your support over the last 3 years, have an amazing Summer! 

Mrs Storey 

Nursery 

This half term in Nursery we had 
some very special arrivals! our 
chicks from our previous topic 
"Are eggs alive?" hatched!  

We enjoyed feeding them and 
stroking them. We also enjoyed 
out very first sports day, where we tried the long jump, high jump 
and lots of running races.  

Out topic this half term has been "Why can't I have chocolate for 
breakfast?" where we have been exploring and making a range of 

foods.  

The children have had a fantastic 
year, and are excited and ready 
for their next challenge in      
Reception.  

Miss Saunders 

 

 

Reception 

This half term our topic has been 

‘Why do snakes have legs?, we 

have loved exploring a range of 

reptiles, where they live, what they 

eat and how they move. We were 

lucky enough to have a visit from 

Zoo Lab, we got to learn all about different reptiles 

and even hold and stroke some of them. The last few 

weeks we have had a Boa Constrictor hide in the pipes 

in our classroom, he has left us notes with challenges 

for us to complete! I’m pleased to say we managed to 

complete every one and he very 

kindly left us some treats for our 

end of year class party! It has been 

another successful and busy half 

term, we are looking forward to a 

nice restful summer! Miss Bolton 

Year 1 have had a very busy summer term. 

To kick start out topic ‘Bright Lights Big City’, we had 

a trip to 

Legoland!  

We watched 

the Pirate 

Show and 

saw the  

London Eye and Big Ben made out of Lego.  

We also had a Royal Tea Party with Jam Sandwiches 

and lots of dancing. We have had a lovely time in 

Year 1 this year but are very excited for our new 

learning and new adventures in Year 2. 

Miss Goldsmith & Miss Bradbury 

 

Year 6 

This term, Year Six went on a       

residential trip to  Windmill Hill in 

East Sussex. The children had the 

most fantastic experience,      

pushing themselves outside their 

comfort zones and achieving things they never thought possible.  

A wonderful time was had by all and the staff 

at Windmill were incredibly proud of the     

determination, resilience and outstanding  

behaviour shown by everyone in Year 6. 

Miss Hall 
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Year Two 

This half term has been a lovely 
end to the year, and once again 
Year 2 have blown Miss Turner 
away with their perseverance, 
team work and hard work. Our 
half term began with an exciting 
trip to Littlehampton, where I 

think it is fair to say they favourite part was the sandcastle 
building and the surprise ice-cream! 

We then put on a fabulous assembly, showcasing our      

learning and put on a beautiful version of 'If just one person 

believes in you'. You made Miss Turner and Miss Fogden very 

proud; there weren't many dry eyes in the hall that morning!  

Finally, I would like to add what an absolute pleasure it has 

been teaching Year Two this year. 

The children are all  absolutely 

amazing, as are all of the children in 

the school. It has been such a  

pleasure getting to know and  

teaching all of the children at 

Marden Lodge. You will always hold 

a special place in my heart and I 

wish you all the very best for the   

future.—Miss Turner.  

Year 4 

This term in Pine class we have 

been learning about States of 

Matter in our science work.  We 

have found out about solids,   

liquids and gases and what makes 

each state unique.   

We did an experiment to see how 

much a gas weighs and which fizzy drink contained the 

most carbon dioxide therefore staying the fizziest long-

est.  To do this we used 5 different bottles of fizzy drinks, 

we weighed them before we opened them.   

We then took the bottles out into 

the playground to open them and 

then shake them to release the 

carbon dioxide.  The children really 

enjoyed this part although they 

were a little worried that they 

might get showered in drinks!   

Afterwards we reweighed each 

bottle to see what the difference was and which bottle had 

retained some of its fizz.  - Mrs Nicol 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a great fun 

with our final topic of the 

year Predators! We have 

learnt all about              

Apex-Predators and in    

Science all about human skeleton. We have created 

amazing rainforest art work and posters about plastic 

pollution. ZooLab came in to visit us too and the     

children really enjoyed learning about the different 

animals that came to see us including a corn snake 

and a tarantula. Lots of children overcame their fears 

and touched them too! Year 3 also had an interesting 

afternoon investigating the contents of Owl pellets! 

Oak class have had a fabulous half-term and I wish 

them well for next term in Year 4. - Mrs El Farzazi 

Year 5 are still buzzing from their amazing trip to 
Chessington World of Adventures, where they 
enjoyed the thrills and spills of rollercoasters 
and water rides!  

Everyone from Years 5 and 6 had a fantastic 
time in the summer sun, and we would like to 
thank all the adults who came along to help. 

Mr Brazendale. 

 


