
 

 

 

 

Incorporating Caterham Children’s Centre 

              26th March  2018 

Dear Parents and Carer’s, 

Its been a short, but busy term, I can’t believe its almost April!  This term has 

seen a range of experiences for the children including World Book Day, a trip to 

the Victorian Museum, Mothers Day Lunch, and lets not get started about the 

snow!  We have held 2 successful Parents Evenings and it was a real pleasure 

to see and speak to so many of you.   

I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Easter, we 

look forward to seeing you in the Summer Term.   

Thank You for your continued support—Mrs Storey 

 

Year 3 
This Term in Year 3 we have 

been very busy with 
our Cornerstone topics 

Tremors and Mighty      
Metals. We have had great fun building          
volcanoes and watching them erupt and      
learning all about the eruption of Mount        
Vesuvius.  We had lunch with a Geologist 

who was so inspiring that year 3 are now a class 
of budding Scientists.  

In our current topic of Mighty Metals we have 
been Engineers learning all about forces and 

leavers. We had hoped to venture outdoors to 
our local playground but we have been         

scuppered by the weather every single time!  

In Maths, Year 3 have spent weeks learning 
about fractions and division 
and in English we have been 

paying great attention to what 
makes a good writer and the 

skills we need to acquire. 

As you may be 

aware, a few 

online games 

and apps have 

recently been 

reported in the 

media due to 

inappropriate 

content. Please 

be aware that your children maybe playing/accessing these apps. 

ROBLOX—an interactive game popular with children aged         

between 5-10 yrs. This is an open gaming platform where children 

create characters that are then added to worlds that everyone 

playing can see. It has come to the attention of Surrey/Kent Police 

that the game is being used by adults to groom children.            

Perpetrators will create ‘naked’ characters, which are then       

programmed to act in a sexual manner, therefore exposing       

children to this. You can also be sent direct messengers from 

strangers through the game and people can request to be your 

‘friend’. Contact can either be through direct messaging, or if the 

child has a headset/headphones that can talk directly to them. 

There are parental controls in the game. If your child is playing this 

game, please shut off the chat capability in controls and check 

who they are friends with on their account. There is also an in 

game message box. Please check the messages in this box to 

check for inappropriate contact.  



 

We have had a very busy half term in Nursery!  

Our topic "Can we build it?" We have been learning 
about our houses and what makes them the same or 

different. Everyone really enjoyed reading the story of 
the Three Little Pigs, where we retold the story in the 
role play area and built three houses; a straw house, a 

stick house and a brick house. Everybody wanted to 
be the Big Bad Wolf!  

We have also been busy 
drawing and painting    

pictures of famous     
buildings from around the 

world and  describing 
what they look like. Our building site     
construction area has been very popular with some 

amazing construction. They have built houses, castles, 
car parks and even zoos using a range 
of construction equipment safely. We 

particularly enjoyed using clay to make 
our houses in our creative corner. We 

learnt how to use the equipment   
safely and were very proud once they 

were finished.  

Year 4 

VIKING INVASION! 

This half term the Vikings have invaded Year 4!   

 

We started the 

half term with our 

engage day which 

involved the     

children working in 

groups of 8 to    

create a boat that 

could hold all of their team.  They researched Viking 

longboats online and then designed their boats as a 

group.  The children spent a large section of the day 

working together to build their boats.  Each child had a 

specific job to do within the group and later on, they 

put all their contributions together.  At the end of the 

day we tested the boats to make sure all our team 

could fit in.  Throughout this day the children       

demonstrated amazing teamwork skills and it was     

brilliant to watch them all co-operating and working 

together. We all had a brilliant – but exhausting – day 

and the children were very proud to show their work to 

the rest of the school in celebration assembly and to 

their parents after school. 

 

Year Two 

Year Two have been reading 
the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk and have enjoyed 
sharing lots of different      

versions of the story. One of 
our favourites being 'Jack and 
the Baked Beanstalk'. 

We had great fun reading     
playscripts and showing off 
our acting skills.  

During our Science topic we have also grown our 
own beans and have 
found that beans need a 
warm place to grow.  

School Uniform 
 

There have been a number of items 
of school uniform being misplaced during the school day.  

Please ensure ALL uniform is clearly named and remind your 
child of the importance of looking after their possessions. 
Please check the lost property box just inside the hall door 

for  missing items.  

Any items still in the box after Easter will be disposed of.  
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Parent Code of Conduct 

Marden Lodge is a welcoming, supportive and inclusive school and it is important to remember that all 
members of the school community work together in a supportive and respectful manner. Sadly, on          
occasion, a minority of parents do not demonstrate the kind of restraint and courteous behaviour towards 
staff that we would expect. To outline our expectations please read the Code of Conduct at the end of this 
newsletter. 

Abusive or aggressive behaviour on or near the school site can be disruptive and distressing to pupils, staff 
and other parents/carers and does not set a good example to our children. I must warn parents that we do 
have the right to invoke section 547 of the Education Act 1996 and ban abusive parents from coming onto 
the school site without the Headteacher's written permission. Thankfully I have only had to do this once 
since joining Marden Lodge, and hope to never have to do so again, but felt it necessary to let everyone 
know if the potential consequences of aggressive behaviour.  

Thank you for enduring we remain a calm and respectful environment for all of our community.  

Cycling or Scootering to School 
 

For the safety of all, please do not cycle or scoot , 

or allow your children to, on the school grounds or 

in the vicinity of the school, this includes the  

pathway from the pedestrian gate to the          

playground and in the playground itself. 

 

Also please ensure that cycle helmets are worn 

and that  bikes and scoot-

ers are roadworthy. 

 

Thank you for making our 

community members safe.  

School Start Times 

 

A reminder that we open the doors to children at 8.40 

am and close them at 8.55 am.  

Year 6 

On Friday 9th March, Year 6 visited a Victorian     

classroom where they had the    

opportunity to experience a 

school  morning as a Victorian 

child in 1893. 

They recited poems, practised handwriting with real 

dip pen and ink and used a slate board to sketch.    

Later in the morning the children were placed in   

separate groups – the girls learnt how to sew and the 

boys were taught ‘technical drawing’. 

They also had the opportunity to 

play with Victorian toys and games.  

 

A good time 

was had by 

all! 

 

 

Year 5 have been creating their 

own chapter fantasy books based on ‘The Secret 

Garden’ complete with front covers and blurbs. 

They used ‘Show and 

not tell’ to create 

powerful descriptive 

writing. 
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Our topic this half term has been Moon Zoom! We have 

been having lots of fun whilst learning in Badgers and Foxes.  

To begin our topic, we had to investigate an alien crash. The 

clues left behind included, a broken spaceship, slime, strange 

alien footprints and moon dust. We collected evidence and 

wrote a police report to aid investigation. 

In Design and Technology we have creating our own       

papier-mache solar systems, paying close attention to the 

size and colour of the planets. We also created our own 

junk model spaceships and rocket packs. 

We have looked at the topic of materials within our        

Science lessons. For a little bit of extra fun, we carried out 

our own balloon rocket experiment, making predictions and observing 

what happened when changing the size of the balloon. 

Reception 

This half term in Rabbits class, we 

have been exploring ‘Why carrots are 

orange?’ We have grown our own 

carrot top gardens, learnt about how vegetables grow, 

under or above the soil and what we need to do to help 

keep them alive.  

We have been reading the stories of The Hungry Caterpillar 

and Oliver’s vegetables.  

 

This week we 

are challenging 

ourselves to try 

lots of different vegetables, next 

week 

we are putting our chef hats 

on to create our own carrot 

based recipes!  

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term, our topic will be ‘Are we there yet?’ We 

can’t wait to explore our local area, look at different    

methods of transport and plan our own adventures!  

Class Assembly Dates 

During the Summer Term, each class will be doing an assembly to     

parents to showcase their learning.  

With the exception of Year 6, they will take place on a Wednesday 

morning, starting at 9 am and will last around 20 minutes. 

Year 6’s assembly, will be their leavers assembly which will be held on 

Friday 20th July at 10 am.  

Please join us to celebrate the children’s learning and achievements.  

Nursery—Hedgehogs 20th June 2018  

Reception—Rabbits 13th June 2018 

Year One—Foxes 6th June 2018 

Year One—Badgers 9th May 2018 

Year Two—Owls 4th July 2018  

Year 3—Oak 23rd May 2018 

Year Four—Pine 25th April 2018  

Year Five—Cedar 27th April 2018 

Year Six—Willow 20th July 2018 
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Attendance 
Please remember to call the school office as early as possible in the morning if your child is    
going to be away from school due to illness. Please also phone again on subsequent days as 
necessary. If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, it is important that they do not return to school 
for 48 hours form the last ‘episode’. This is to ensure complete recovery and reduce the          
possibility of infection for other children and staff.  

A reminder too that our Attendance Policy changed as of the 1st September, so please be aware that The Education 
(Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment)  Regulations 2013 state that Headteachers may not grant any leave of 
absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher should determine the    
number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is granted. 

In accordance with the above Regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only in   
exceptional circumstances can they be approved.  The policy of the Government to which this school has agreed, 
states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without the authority of 
the Headteacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty Notices will be issued by the Local Authority.   

The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days 
of receipt of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28-day period the Local Authority must     
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under section 444 Education Act 1996. 

Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a Penalty Notice for each child who incurs unauthorised         
absences, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one Penalty Notice.  

If there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two Penalty    
Notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21days. 

Emergency Contact Details 
Please ensure all contact details held in the school office are up-to-date. 

this includes all telephone numbers, home and email addresses,           
medical and dietary information.   

Mobile Phones 
 

We recognise that mobile phones are part of everyday life from many older children and that 

they can play an important role in helping pupils to feel safe and secure, especially if, as they 

get older, you are allowing them to walk to and from school unaccompanied. However we also 

recognise that they can prove a distraction in school and can provide a means of bullying or 

intimidating others.  

Therefore: 

 Pupils are not permitted to have mobile phones at school, during the school day or on school trips 

 In the event of a parent wishing his/her child to bring a mobile phone to school. A form/permission slip must be 

completed by the parent and handed to the school office 

 The phone must be switched off and handed in to a member of school staff before school in the            

playground. (the phone is left at the owners risk) 

 Mobile phones brought to school without permission will be confiscated and returned to a parent only at 

the end of the day. 

 

Where mobile phones are used in or out of school to bully or intimidate others, then the Headteacher does have the 

power to intervene to such an extent as it is reasonable to regulate the behaviour of pupils when they are off the 

school site. 

 

We also ask that parents DO NOT use their mobile phones on the school  premises at any time, so that we can     

safeguard our children. 
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Summer One—Learning Projects 

 

 

 

 

Nursery—Are eggs alive? 
 

 

 

 

Are eggs alive? What are buds? Explore these 

questions and more in this project about the 

things that happen in the world around us and in 

the season of Spring.  

Reception—Are we there yet? 

 
 

 

Where in the world would you like to go? How 

would you like to travel there? Explore these 

questions and more in this project about 

transport, travel and places near and far! 

Year One— Enchanted Woodland 

If you go down to the woods today, you’re sure of a big surprise!  

This half term, we’ll visit a woodland, observe the wildlife, collect 

natural objects and take beautiful pictures of the things we see. 

After our woodland adventure, we’ll write about our experiences 

and learn all about trees. We’ll use information books to            

investigate woodland creatures and make mini-books of our own. 

Throughout the project, we will find out how to recognise different 

plants and animals and create detailed, observational drawings of 

them. The tale of Hansel and Gretel will inspire us to write our own 

stories with a  woodland theme. We’ll build miniature dens, create 

woodland works of art and construct mini-woodlands from twigs, 

sticks, pine cones and leaves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Two— Bounce 

Can you run like a cheetah, leap like a frog or bounce like a        

kangaroo?  

This half term, we will be finding out if we can hop, skip, run, jump 

and bounce! We’ll visit a soft play area and jump, wriggle, run and 

crawl, moving under and over, along and through play equipment. 

We’ll write about our special visit, create imaginative poetry,   

follow instructions, write information books and design leaflets. 

We’ll take part in a variety of sporting activities and see if practice 

makes perfect. Film clips, photographs and information books will 

help us to investigate how animals move, and we’ll find out how 

exercise can affect our bodies. Our maths skills will help us to   

discover how far we can throw and how quickly we can run. We’ll 

investigate different spheres and create a 

beautiful, spherical art installation. Our 

sporting heroes will provide us with plenty 

of  inspiration as we work together in teams 

and rely on each other to score points and 

win games.  

  

Year Three— Gods and Mortals 

Let’s discover a fantastical world of mythical creatures and heroes!  

This half term, we’ll learn about Apollo and the other gods who 

reign from Mount Olympus and create a 3-D head of our favourite 

god or goddess. We’ll explore the land of Greece, where the sun 

scorches the wings of Icarus and Helen of Troy inspires the launch 

of a thousand ships. In PE, we’ll take part in athletics and practise 

synchronised battle movements just like the ancient Greeks. Using 

historical source materials, we’ll research daily life in ancient 

Greece. We’ll write diaries as Daedalus or Icarus and learn about 

epic battles. In D&T, we’ll design wings, just like Daedalus, and 

make Trojan horses. We’ll read Theseus and the Minotaur and 

create amazing labyrinths, using positional language to guide   

others around the maze. On maps of Greece, we’ll plot the        

journeys made by ancient Greek    

characters.  

 

 

 

 

Year Four— Road Trip USA 

Buckle up and put your sunglasses on – this half term we’re going 

on a road trip across the USA!  

We’ll start by ‘visiting’ the states where Native American tribes 

settled. We’ll use travel brochures and the internet to research 

New York and write postcards to family members. Using maps, 

we’ll locate the USA and find the names of the states. We’ll look at 

the amazing lights of Times Square, make circuits and create a 

program for a tourist trip around New York. The story, The Indian 

in the Cupboard, will inspire us to write diaries. We’ll explore Native 

American myths and write our own. After learning about their 

cultural significance, we’ll weave beautiful dreamcatchers. Looking 

at aerial views of natural landmarks, we’ll think about how they 

might have been formed. We’ll create travel brochures and make 

illuminated models of different          

landmarks. Then we’ll cook delicious 

dishes – would anyone like a corn dog?  
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Free School Meal Eligibility 

Schools are given extra funding called Pupil Premium for children who are entitled to claim Free School Meals. We know 

from our    records that a number of parents do not claim for their entitlement. 

This funding should not be confused with Universal Free School Meals which is eligible to all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2. It is an entitlement that continues throughout your child’s schooling and attracts additional funding to support chil-

dren’s learning and other opportunities, including helping with some of the cost towards school trips. 

If your child qualifies for free school meals and you haven't already informed us please speak to Mrs Stapleton in the 

School Office (eligibility criteria are listed below) as soon as possible. There is no longer a need to provide evidence for this 

as we are able to run a check through a secure government website. 

Eligibility criteria for free school meals: 

 Income Support 

 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more 
than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit 
Your child does not have to actually have the free school meal each day and can continue to have a packed lunch if they 
prefer. 
Please be assured that all replies will be kept strictly confidential.  

Summer One—Learning Projects—Continued 

Year Five— Pharaohs 

Let’s travel back 5000 years to ancient Egypt, cruising along the 

Nile and entering a world of mysteries, curses and mummies.  

This half term, we are going to learn first-hand about the           

gruesome, yet fascinating, process of mummification. We’ll write a 

report about Howard Carter’s famous discovery and use different 

sources to research Tutankhamun’s tomb. We’ll also consider 

whether it was right to open Tutankhamun’s tomb, or whether it 

should have been left as it was. Our work will inspire us to write 

some exciting Egyptian mystery stories and non-fiction books and 

the internet will provide us with information to make fact files. 

We’ll draw Egyptian artefacts in detail, focusing on symbols and 

design features. Studying historical sources will help us learn more 

about the Pharaohs, the Egyptian gods and ancient religious     

beliefs. We’ll find out about the food that was eaten at the time, 

make some Egyptian bread and use recycled materials to build 

model tombs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Six— Gallery Rebels 

Pack up your pencils, pick up your paintbrushes and prepare to be 

amazed by the wonderful work of 19th and 20th century artists.  

During this half term, we’ll visit a local art gallery to view an       

exhibition. We’ll talk about features of the artwork and sketch our 

favourite pieces. We’ll research important artwork of the 19th and 

20th centuries online, choosing a favourite piece of art to describe 

in more detail. Using maps, we’ll locate art galleries around the 

world and calculate how much it would cost to get there. When 

we’ve gathered a range of materials, we’ll make beautiful      

sketchbooks and use them to collect ideas and inspiration. We’ll 

create pieces of art inspired by well known artists and use search 

engines to source images of modern art to put into a digital  

portfolio. We’ll express ourselves through poetry, stories, music 

and painting. Art can affect our feelings and emotions, and we’ll 

investigate whether everyone responds in the same way. We’ll also 

use found objects to create a surreal sculpture.  
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                          A Code of Conduct for Parents, Carers and Visitors 

 

Marden Lodge Primary School and Nursery is a welcoming, supportive and inclusive school with a commitment to safeguarding and it is 

important that all members of the school community work together. We are proud of our growing good reputation and we depend on 

the entire school community to help us maintain and improve on this and our children’s learning. 

We are very fortunate to have some supportive and friendly parents and carers. Our parents/carers recognise that educating children is 

a process that involves partnership between home and school and understand the importance of a good working relationship to equip 

children with the necessary skills for adulthood. 

For these reasons we welcome and encourage parents/carers to participate fully in the life of the school, through avenues such as The 

Friends of Marden. 

The purpose of this code, is to provide a reminder to all parents, carers and visitors about expected conduct to ensure a safe and      

positive school environment for all our children. 

Respect and Concern for Others and Their Rights 

Parents and Carers are allowed on to the school premises by permission of the school; this may be withdrawn if necessary. 

We expect parents, carers and visitors to show respect and consideration by: 

 Allowing plenty of time so that children arrive ready for a punctual start to the school day, to avoid disruption to their own  

learning and that of the entire class; 

 Support the respectful ethos of the school by setting a good example in their own speech and behaviour towards all members of 

the school community, both on the school premises and in its immediate area; 

 Working together with all staff for the benefit of the children. We ask you to contact the school directly to deal with any issues of       

concern. The school will discuss and clarify specific events, issues and queries in order to bring out a positive solution; 

 Correcting their own children’s behaviour, especially in public where it could otherwise lead to conflict, aggressive or unsafe  

behaviour; 

 Respecting the school environment, including keeping the school tidy by not littering; 

 Parking carefully and in good time for the safety of the children, yourself and all road users, by not parking, waiting or stopping 

in areas presently indicated by yellow lines or traffic cones, in front of either school gate, which must be kept clear at all times; 

 Not entering school before the school day begins, in order to allow teachers to fully prepare for the school day. Messages for 

teachers can be left with the Leadership Team who are on the playground before school or with the office; 

 Not bringing animals onto the school grounds, for health and safety reasons, unless it is for educational purposes and with the 

express permission from the Headteacher; 

 Requesting appointments for class teachers can be arranged with the teachers themselves after school or via email to             

info@marden-lodge.surrey.sch.uk or written requests can be left in the school office. 

In order to support the ethos of the school, we will not tolerate: 

 Disruptive behaviour which interferes with teaching, learning or administration within the school; 

 Using loud and/or offensive language or displaying temper; 

 Threatening, aggressive or intimidating conversations or behaviour towards another adult or child; 

 Abusive, threatening or damaging emails, phone, text or social network messages/posts relating to the school or members of 

staff; 

 Smoking, using tobacco or being under the influence of alcohol or drugs on the school premises; 

 Damaging, destroying or defacing school property. 

 

The Headteacher and school Governors may prohibit an adult from entering the school grounds to safeguard our school community. 

Adverse behaviour may be reported to the appropriate authorities.  


