
 

 

 

 

Incorporating Caterham Children’s Centre 

Issue 03 14th October 2016  

Headteacher’s Reflection 

It has been another fun filled 2 weeks at Marden! Last week was our Maths Family Learning week, with many of 

you coming into school to take part in a Maths Lesson with your child/children.  We also held an open session after 

school for you to see how we teach mathematical operations progressively across the 

school. These events were well attended and the feedback was great. We are planning 

more weeks like this over the next few terms. More details to follow.  

Please don’t forget to follow us on twitter @mardenlodge and 

facebook /mardenlodgeprimaryschool 

Thank You for you continued support 

Mrs Storey—Headteacher 

 

Who’s who at Marden Lodge? 

The school has over 40 members of staff, including those that work in the Children’s Centre.  

 The following key staff are those with whom parents may have some contact.  Each week we will feature              

different members of staff to enable you to meet the team! 

 

 

 

 

 Miss Turner is our Year 2 Teacher 

and KS1 Leader 

She is also in charge of Science 

across the school . This will be 

Miss Turner’s seventh year   

teaching, her third spent here at 

Marden. She enjoys practicing 

Yoga, as well as singing, smiling 

and having fun!  

Mrs Bell is our Year 6 teacher and a 

KS2 Leader and has been teaching for 

quite a few years.  

She joined Marden Lodge last January 

and is looking forward to the year 

ahead!  

Mrs Bell is a mum to two lovely boys. 

She enjoys music and playing the piano. 

She also loves horses and rides a horse 

called Izzy at the weekends.  

Mrs Nicholls  is our Year 5 
teacher, English Leader and KS2 
Leader.  

She's loved teaching almost all 
ages of children at Marden 
Lodge over the last 8 years. 

Hailing from the Midlands, 
whilst she is hopeful that  
Leicester remain underdog 
Champions of the Premiership; 
her pronunciation of words such 
as 'dance' and 'grass' are the 
subject of much debate! 

Mrs Nicol is the Early Years Lead 
and Nursery Teacher at Marden 
Lodge.  She has taught in Early 
Years for most of her career and 
Nursery teaching is her passion.   
 
She has a little boy and they enjoy 
baking, going to the beach and 
woodland walks together.  In her 
spare time she likes to try out 
new recipes and reading thrillers. 

https://m.facebook.com/MardenLodgePrimarySchool/


Attendance 

We are continuing to  work in partnership with parents to improve school attendance.    

We would like to congratulate the many parents who make sure their children attend school regularly.   

It is a parent’s legal responsibility to ensure their children receive appropriate education.  Failing to send your child to school 

regularly without good reason is a criminal offence.    

Absence disrupts the education of the individual pupil and the whole class. Are you aware that children who do not attend 
regularly: 

 do not achieve well in exams 

 find it difficult to maintain friendships 

 are more likely to become involved in crime 

 miss out on opportunities in further education and the world of work 

Absence can only be authorised by the Head Teacher, within the boundaries set by the Education (Pupil Registrations) 
(England) Regulations 2006.    

Please remember that parental illness, a child’s minor illness, going shopping, visiting family, truancy, not wanting to go to 
school, alleged bullying (speak to school immediately to resolve the issue) are not acceptable reasons to be absent. All of 
these will be recorded as unauthorised absence, including if your child arrives at school after the close of registration. Leave 
in term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances.  

Legal action that may be taken include: 

Issuing penalty notices: Each parent receives a penalty notice for each child who has unauthorised absence.  The 
penalty is £60 or £120 depending on how soon payment is made.  So, if there are two parents and two children the 
total penalties could be up to £480. Failure to pay may result in prosecution.  

Taking parents to court for unauthorised absence: Education Act 1996 Section 444(1) - court can fine each parent up 
to £1000 per child, order payment of prosecution costs and/or impose a Parenting Order. 

Taking parents to court for persistent unauthorised absence: Education Act 1996 Section 444(1A) - court can fine 
each parent up to £2,500 per child, order payment of the prosecution costs,  impose a Parenting Order and/or     
sentence you to a period of imprisonment of up to 3 months. 

Being taken to court could result in you having a criminal record.  

How does your child compare?

 

Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your child 

in adult life.   

If your child’s level of absence is of serious concern you will receive another letter advising you about improving attendance.   
After this, any further unauthorised absence may result in the School and the Local Authority taking legal action.   

We will improve attendance by making it clear within the school and local community that unauthorised absence is not     
acceptable.   You will be informed of the number of penalty notices issued, prosecutions and the level of fines.  

Attendance during 
one school year 

equals this number 
of days absent 

which is approxi-
mately this many 

which means this 
number of lessons 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons 

School Uniform 

The children started the term looking extremely smart in their new 

school uniforms. Unfortunately we have noticed that a number of 

children are choosing to not wear full school uniform. Your child 

needs to be in full school uniform EVERY day including school tie (Yr 

1—6), school jumpers and black school shoes. All items of clothing 

should be named so that lost items can be returned as appropriate. 

Please also ensure that all children have a coat in school.  

We are collecting donations for the local     

Salvation Army, who will distribute our          

donations to those in need. Please send      

donations into 

school by Tuesday 

18th October.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF7O76gdrPAhUHtRoKHXfxB8QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthemill.stmarysacademytrust.co.uk%2Fevent%2Fharvest-festival-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNHHXvDfbQHKqtj99bZ95MaCDzzrNQ&ust=1


Doctor's visit is a blast from the past for Marden pupils 

Pupils at Marden Lodge school had a medical check-up with a difference recently when a medieval plague doctor paid them a visit. 

Joining the mangy medic were a medieval monk and a pestilent peasant, as Year Five pupils studying the period in history were          

entertained by visitors from the Tales of the Plague theatre company – bringing an ancient world of death to life in the classroom. 

“It was an amazing experience,” said teacher Rachael Nicholls, who oversaw the visit. “The children were equal parts enthralled and    

disgusted, but it certainly made for a history lesson they won’t forget in a hurry! The actors’ costumes were 

extremely believable, so to see the subject taken off the page of a text book and played out in front of them 

really caught their imagination. 

“The actors told stories and showed pictures of what life was like 

in medieval times, but the children’s favourite part of the day 

was the Miracle Play, depicting the lives of medieval people on 

earth, in heaven and in hell,” added Ms Nicholls. “They learnt a 

great deal about the middles ages from this trip, and I think it 

also taught them to be very grateful that they are living now 

instead of then!” 

Press Release by Barking Dog Media 

Celebrations at Marden Lodge to herald 

"Good" Ofsted rating 

 

Staff and pupils have been celebrating following the publication of the school’s recent Ofsted inspection – and the good news is that for 

the first time in 21 years, Marden Lodge has attained the second highest-possible rating of ‘Good’. 

Department of Education inspectors visited towards the end of the summer term but have only just published their findings, and Marden 

Lodge received good ratings in all of the six judgement categories, earning the school an overall ‘good’ verdict. 

“Receiving a ‘Good’ judgement is a tremendous achievement and recognises the work of children, parents, staff, school leaders and the 

governors here at Marden Lodge,” said head teacher Kelly Storey. “This is nothing less than the children and school community deserves 

and we would like to thank everyone for their support and contribution.” 

The last time Marden had been inspected before this year was in July 2013, when it was identified as needing improvement. At that point, 

running of the school was taken over by the GLF Trust, a multi-academy group running more than a dozen schools, from new-build    

primaries to 90-year-old secondary's, across the south east of England. 

Mrs Storey said the GLF group’s collaborative management style had made a real impact on life at Marden Lodge. “Being part of the GLF 

group has helped by providing support and rapid improvement in many areas including teaching, children’s achievements, leadership, 

curriculum, assessment, governance, finance, Early Years and behaviour,” she explained. 

“The school has been through a lot in a short period of time but this grading is our reward. The teamwork of the school’s senior leaders 

and the way they set an example to staff and pupils was particularly praised, as was the consistent quality of the teaching.” 

But she said the school also owed a debt of thanks to its parents and carers for their efforts in achieving the new status. “I’d like to thank 

all parents and carers who spoke with the inspection team and completed the Ofsted parental survey on-line,” she added. “Your        

comments were very helpful to the team.” 

“As a school, we look to strive to improve all the time, so although attaining a ‘Good’ status is an   

achievement in its own right, we want this to just be the start of the journey for Marden Lodge and    

everyone who is part of it.” 

 

Press Release by Barking Dog Media 



Dairy Dates 

Tues 18th Oct Reception 6 Week in Breakfast @ 8.30 

Friday 21st Oct Break Up for Half Term 

Week beginning      

24th Oct 
Half Term 

Mon 31st Oct Back to School 

Tues 1st Nov Individual Photographs 

Weds 2nd Nov Parents Consultations @ 3.30 –6.00 

Thurs 3rd Nov Parents Consultations @ 5.00- 7.30 

Fri 4th Nov Friends Firework Event 

Thurs 10th Nov 
New Intake Open Session  

9.30—11.30 

Monday 14th   

Nov 
Parents Forum @ 2.15 pm 

Tues 22nd Nov Flu Vaccines Years 1,2 & 3  

Fri 25th Nov INSET day 

Sat 26th Nov 
Friends Christmas Fair—Part of the Caterham 

Christmas Carnival 

Tues 29th Nov 
New Intake Open Session  

1.00 —2.30 

Friday 9th Dec 
New Intake Open Session  

9.30—11.30 

Fri 16th Dec Seniors Christmas Tea Party 

Mon 9th Dec KS1 Christmas Performance 2pm 

Tues 10th Dec KS1 Christmas Performance 9:30am  

As a school we have  

recently be nominated for 

the Happiest School 

Award with Laughology. 

Read our nomination here:  

http://www.laughology.co.uk/happiness-awards-2016-news/marden-

lodge-primary-school-and-nursery-school-nominated-for-happiest-

school-award?platform=hootsuite 

Nominate us yourself here:  

http://www.laughology.co.uk/happiness-awards/happiest

-school-or-teacher 

 

Attendance 

 
Class Attendance  

Hedeghogs—N 84% 
Rabbits—Y R 94% 
Squirrels—Y R 98% 

Foxes— Y 1 97% 
Owls— Y 2 91% 
Oak—Y 3 96% 
Pine—Y 4 98% 
Cedar—Y 5 90% 

Willow— Y 6  98% 

Class Lates Recorded 
Hedeghogs—N 7 
Rabbits—YR 4 
Squirrels—YR 0 

Foxes—Y! 11 
Owls—y2 0 
Oak—Y3 9 
Pine—Y4 0 
Cedar—Y5 2 

Willow— Y6 1 

Save the Date 

Friday 4th Nov 

Friends          

Firework        

Extravaganza 
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