
 

 

 

 

Aiming High, Working Hard, Learning Together. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children 

WELCOME BACK  

I trust you have all had a good summer break and were not too 
pleased to see your children return to school this week! All the 
children have settled quickly back into the school routine and are embracing the 
changes we are implementing – more about these later. 

We are delighted to welcome a new cohort of Reception Year children with 
younger siblings joining us, along with new families and faces. We also have 
several new children starting in different year groups through the school. We very 
much hope that they all settle in quickly. Welcome to you all! 

As the children returned to school on Wednesday, it was noticeable how smart 
they all looked in our new uniform. Lots of adults also commented on this! It is 
lovely to see the children take pride in their appearance. 

As well as the new children and families, we welcome several new members of 
staff to the school this term. We have three new class teachers; Miss Emily Turner 
is our new Year 3 teacher in Dahl Class, Miss Emma Cox, has taken over the class 
teacher role in Reception, Waddell Class, and Miss Rhianna Pryce-Tidd, who is now 
the class teacher for Year 2, Browne Class. All our new teachers are settling in 
very well and we hope that many of you, with children in their classes, will have a 
chance to introduce yourselves at the end of school in the coming days and 
weeks… if you haven’t already done so! We have a new Teaching Assistant, Mrs 
Laura Learner, in Reception, Waddell Class. Laura was working as an apprentice 
last year in Sparrows. We are delighted to have them on Marden Lodge teaching 
team.  

So, we start a new year at Marden Lodge School and we look forward to a 
productive year of progress for every one of our children. The holidays are over 
and the focus on learning is once again at the fore. Later this month we invite you 
to an open evening where there will be an opportunity to meet our new staff. At 
the same time you will be able to tour the school to see all our summer 
improvements and find out all about the learning that your child will be focusing 
on this year.  If you have any specific concerns that you want to share with us, this 
is the time to do so. Information about the learning being taught in your child’s 
year group will be available on our school website shortly – www.marden-lodge.org 
– please do take a look. 
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 PREMISES UPDATE 

During the summer break, we have had some internal building and 
maintenance work completed at school. The school office has a new 
layout, and this entrance area into the school has been carpeted. Three 
classrooms have had new flooring, several rooms have changed use and 
there is a new outside area for the reception children. All of Kestrels 
under 5 provision is now situated towards the back of the school site, 

with the before and after school club now based in the main school building – 
accessed via the side gate. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

We want as many children as possible to have school lunches at Marden. Children 
in reception, year 1 and 2 now benefit from a universal free school meal. This 
means that all children in these classes can have a free hot school dinner. If you 
would like to take advantage of this Government initiative, please contact the 
school office.  

PLAYTIME AND LUNCHTIME 

This year we have different arrangements for playtimes. The 
children in the lower phase (years 1, 2 and 3) will have an 
earlier playtime at 10:05 a.m. The older children in the upper 
phase (years 4, 5 and 6) will continue to have break at 10:55 
a.m. Both break times are for 15 minutes.  

Children in reception and years 1 and 2 will have lunch at 12:00 p.m., followed by 
a play until 1:00 .p.m. The children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have lunch at 12:30 
p.m. followed by a play until 1:20 p.m.  

The changes have been made to allow each age group to have a playtime which 
enables them to have age appropriate games with more children in the upper 
phase able to play the more ‘competitive’ games during this time. 

In the lunch hall, routines have been amended to make lunch time a more sociable 
occasion. The layout has altered and children are seated at smaller tables, where 
they are encouraged to wait for all to be ready before starting and to have quiet 
conversations over lunch. This week children have been adapting to the changes 
and already the children have noticed the positive difference to this time of day. 

VALUES 

Following on from last terms approach to our Values education, the staff have 
decided to make some changes to how we deliver this important part of children’s 
PSHE. For the next year we will cover a different value each month, eleven over 
the school year. This will enable the children to explore the value in more depth 
through class PSHE lessons, circle times and phase assemblies, providing an 
opportunity for children to demonstrate the value in different situations. 



SEPTEMBER’S VALUE IS RESPECT 

We will be thinking about how we can show respect to others 
and the world around us, and indeed how we can learn to 

respect and value ourselves. As ever, we hope that you can 
reinforce this month’s value by finding time to talk through and live 

out the values at home.  

SWEETS 

Over the past term, I have noticed some children bringing sweets in when it is 
their birthday. At Marden Lodge, we want to encourage other ways to mark this 
occasion. Teachers will not be allowing children to give out sweets at school, so 
please do not bring them in. 

SWIMMING 

Please note that there will be NO swimming next week. Swimming will commence 
week beginning 15th September for years 1, 2 5 and 6. Years 3 and 4 will not swim 
until staff have completed their training. Further details will follow next week, 
however we are in need of parental support during all our sessions (Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday). Please let the school office know if you are able to be a 
regular helper for us. 

REMINDERS 

A polite notice to remind all parents and carers that Marden Lodge 
is a NUT FREE School. We have members of our school community 
with severe allergies to nuts so NO nut products please. This 
includes coconut, fruit bars with nuts and peanut butter in 
sandwiches. 

Children are not allowed to be wearing earrings for PE. Staff are not permitted to 
take out earrings for children, so on PE and swimmings days please ensure that 
your child either has no earrings in, or is able to take out and put back in, their 
stud earrings. PE kits should be brought into school on a Monday and taken home 
to be washed each Friday. This will also allow us to keep a eye on lost property.  

On that note, please ensure that ALL school uniform is named, so if 
lost, it can be reunited with it’s owner. On Wednesday by 9:10 a.m. 
in one class, the teacher had collected 3 jumpers from around the 
class, none of which were named. At the end of the summer term 12 
bin bags of lost property were collected from around the school. Only 
2 bags worth of this was named.  

Children should not be wearing nail varnish in school. If a child is wearing nail 
varnish we will ring you to come in and remove the varnish from your child’s nails. 

 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

We will send out a comprehensive date list next week, including our 
first class assemblies of the year, but for now please note a few 
dates: 

Autumn 

As highlighted above, we have a Parents open evening for ALL parents on Thursday 
18th September starting at 6pm for approximately one hour. 

Half term is week commencing Monday 27th October. Returning to school on 
Wednesday 5th November 

We have Inset Days on Monday 3rd November, Tuesday 4th November and Friday 28th 
November. School will be closed to children. 

We break up for the End of Term on Friday, 20th December at 3:10.p.m. 

Here’s to a great year, working closely with you to ensure a happy and successful 
year for your child(ren). 

 
Mrs Kate Denby 
Head of School 
 
 

 


